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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 



Examiner 



Applicant(s) 



Group Art Unit 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SFT m pvp.dc - 9 - 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. LY ' S SET T ° EXP| RE— ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 tfr 1 iqe/.t i 

from the mailing date of this communication. " 1 - 136(a) - no event - however - ™y a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 

Status 



aius> 

[Responsive to communication(s) filed on 3 / SU /<D £ 
□ This action is fimai ' ~~ 



□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance excent w fnrmoi m »» 

accordance with the practice under Br aS t0 the merlte is *— «" 



Disposition of Claims 

(B-daimfs) 



'-3. 



Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

OKJiaim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on ie n 

□ The drawing(s) filed on ~^T~7~ ° disa PP roved 
n tk ,S/are 0bjected t0 b V the Examiner. 

u The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ ^lB6 g rnenX is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 (a)-(d) 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



- is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

- is/are allowed. 

- is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 
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1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2- The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 



35 U.S.C. § 112 



the best mode cSntempUtSd %„T? a " d Sha11 set £o " h 
out his invention P Y thS lnventor of carrying 

3. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 u.s.c. S 112, first 
paragraph, as based on a disclosure which is not enabling MO re 
particularly, applicant's re.ar.cs in his Response (e.g. page n 
middle paragraph) appear to indicate that the presence of several 
additional elements is critical or essential to the practice of 
the invention, but not included in the claim, s, is not enabled by 
the disclosure. See In re m yhe „, 527 r.2d 1229, 18e US PQ 356 

(CCPA 1976) . More Dar[i™i a vl„ t v, 

ore particularly, the presence of such limitations 

as that of daim 2, together with the fact that it is argued that 
"the substantially flat ring is flexible and is easily deformed 
and hence a finger can be inserted easily inside this 
substantially flat ring by deforming the substantially flat ring- 
appears to define additional critical claim limitations and as 
such should be incorporated into the independent claim 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.s.c. § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over JP 5L148383 Patent Abstract. The 
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reference discloses a wound adhesive tape convenient for carrying 
and using that 4* is a nearly flat ring-like core having a 
predetermined length of adhesive tape wound around the outer 
peripheral surface of the nearly flat ring-like core, which has a 
relatively thin thickness and an adhesive surface on the inside 
of the length of tape. The reference lacks an express teaching 
that the flat ring body made of a sheet material has the claimed 
thickness range of claim 1, as well as an express teaching of 
species which make up the sheet material of claim / and the 
presence of printing on the flat ring body found in applicant's 
claim 3. However, the thickness range of claim 1 is believed to 
be, if not inherent, at most an obvious optimization parameter to 
one of ordinary skill, and the sheet materials of claim 2 are 
well known in the art. As regards the presence of printing on 
the substantially flat ring body, this is believed to be at most 
an obvious parameter to one of ordinary skill in the art, e.g. 
note JP u 62-129043 as evidence of the state of the art. What 
additional parameters that may exist are each believed to be, if 
not either expressly or inherently disclosed, obvious 
modifications to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 (a) as 
being unpatentable over JP 4-123233 Patent Abstract. This 
reference discloses a very similar structure to that of JP - 3 83, 
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in that it relates to a wound adhesive tape convenient for 
carrying that is a nearly flat-shaped ring body made of plastic, 
metal or paper and a predetermined length of tape wound around 
the outer peripheral surface of the nearly flat-shaped ring-like 
core, which has a relatively thin thickness, with an adhesive 
surface inside. The reference again appears to lack a teaching 
of the flat ring body having a thickness of 10 to 100 microns, as 
well as the presence of printing found in dependent claim 3. 
However, these parameters are each treated as set forth in the 
preceding prior art rejection, and with respect to those 
parameters that are not either expressly or inherently disclosed, 
these are again as set forth above believed to be obvious 
modifications to one of ordinary skill, in the absence of 
unexpected results. 

6. The Examiner has withdrawn the prior art rejection 
based upon Kao et al . in view of applicant's Declaration. With 
respect to JP -926 Patent Abstract, although applicant argues in 
his remarks (Response page 10) that the thickness of the ellipse 
foam core is 0.5 millimeters or more, thereby distinguishing it 
from the claimed invention, the Examiner notes that this 
limitation does not appear to be taught in the Examiner's 
Abstract of the reference. However, the newly relied upon prior 
art references are each believed to be superior to JP -926, and 
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thereby the Examiner has decided to withdraw the prior art 
rejection of record based upon this reference. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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